
2019-2020 

Arts Odyssey Music - Strings 
Violin, Viola, Cello, Double Bass 

Application Checklist 
 

Deadline: December 13, 2019 
 

 

Overall Process  
 

Applying for the Music 1-week Arts Odyssey program is a 2-step process. 
 

1. Complete your online application by December 13, 2019.   
2. Submit a 5 to 10 minute application video to the Office of Admissions. The video must be 

received by December 13, 2019.   
 

Online application Requirements  
 

ID Photo - A passport-style photo of yourself from the shoulders up.  
 

 
First Quarter Grades & Attendance - A copy of your first quarter grades/attendance will be 
uploaded to the application on the Current School page. 
 
Recommenders - Let teachers know you would like them to be a recommender. They will receive 
an email from the Governor’s School. Provide us the names and email addresses for: 
• Music or private lessons teacher 
• Homeschool/Virtual School recommender (if applicable) – this person should NOT be related 

to you. 
 
Music Experience - List any music classes and specialized training (including lessons) you have had. 
Please include any summer programs or master classes/workshops you have attended. 
 
Additional Music Teachers - List names and contact information for up to three music teachers, 
current and former, both private instructors and school music teachers. Knowing who has taught 
you gives us more information about your music background. These teachers will not complete a 
music recommendation. 
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Application Video  
 
Strings Requirements 
All strings instrumentalists must submit a 5 to 10 minute video that includes 1-2 solos, scales, and 
answer an interview question.  
 
The solo(s) should be performed without accompaniment. Instrumental videos will generally be 
around 5 minutes in length, but no longer than 10 minutes. Keep in mind the length of your video, 
or whether you choose two shorter solos or one longer solo, is not what is most important. The 
important thing is to choose the piece(s) that best demonstrate your abilities on your instrument, 
i.e. tone, technique, rhythm, etc.  
 
Solo(s):  Perform one solo (3-4 minutes in length) or two solos (1-2 minutes in length). These may be 
movements of pieces or a selection from the Region Orchestra audition material. 
 
Scales:  Play one major and one melodic minor scale (two or three octaves, as appropriate). 
 
Answer the question: What interests you about attending the Odyssey Summer Music Program? 
 
Before You Record Your Application Video  
• To limit other noises, if possible, record your audition in a room with a door you can close. 

 
• The camera/phone should be at a distance and frame your entire body, but not too far away. 

We want to be able to see your bowing or fingering technique, as well as your posture and/or 
embouchure. A plain or simple background will help.  

 
• We want to get a sense of your personality and why you are interested in our program. Just be 

yourself and talk to the camera/phone as if you are having a conversation with one of us.  
 

• You may choose to record everything in one take, or recording, or you may choose to record 
each part as separate takes/recordings - intro and solo(s) on part 1 and interview question on 
part 2.  

 
Begin recording 
Start by introducing yourself and your material: “My name is (your preferred and last name and 
your grade). My solo is (title, if applicable) by (composer’s name).  
 
Perform your solo(s) without accompaniment 
If you have chosen to perform two shorter solos, introduce your second solo before you perform. 
 
You may wish to pause/stop the recording at this point before continuing with the scale requirement.  
 
Continue recording 
Tell us which scales you will perform and the order you will perform them, and perform your scales.  
 
You may wish to pause/stop the recording at this point before continuing with the interview question.  
 
Continue Recording 
Answer the following question: What interests you about attending the Odyssey Summer Music Program?  
 
End recording 
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Arts Odyssey - Music  
Video Submission Guidelines 

 
Before Submitting Your Application Video 

1. Watch your video - Make sure the image is upright (not sideways) and plays like you want it to be seen. 
2. Save and name your file with your last name, preferred name, grade, and art area. (Ex. Smith.Jane.7.Drama) 
 

Submitting Your Application Video 
Choose the submission option, below, that works best for you and submit by December 13, 2019.  

 
Share the file through Google Drive (You will need a Gmail account, but creating an account is free) 
Save the file to your computer, and then upload the file to Google Drive.  (Look for this symbol         
in the top right corner of the screen in gmail, then click on this symbol        .)  Once the file is uploaded, 
right click on the name of the file and select “Share.”  Enter lauralynnking@scgsah.org for the email 
address and click “Send.”  Gmail will send an email to the account letting us know you have shared a file. 
 
Mail your video on a flash drive or DVD 
Once you save the video file to your computer, you can copy the file to a flash drive or burn a copy to a 
DVD.  In either case, be sure to watch the video on the flash drive or DVD to ensure there are no problems 
with the copy of your video.  Mail the flash drive/DVD using a hard mailer or padded envelope for 
protection to:   

Office of Admissions 
Ms. Laura Lynn King 
15 University Street 
Greenville, SC  29601 

 
If you wish to have the flash drive or DVD returned to you, please include a note in the envelope. 
 
Email the file to lauralynnking@scgsah.org 
Start a new email message and, either above or below the form, look for the attachment icon (usually a 
paperclip).  Click the attachment icon, and choose the folder on your computer or drive containing your 
video.  Select the file you want to send, and wait while it uploads.  Once your video is attached to the 
email, you can send it to the email address above.  These instructions will only work for small video files 
(usually 25 MB or smaller).  If your file is too large, you can zip the file to make it smaller or use one of the 
other submission options listed above.  

 
Internet Safety 

The SC Governor’s School for the Arts & Humanities encourages responsible and safe use of available technology.  
While video links to online services such as YouTube are accepted, we do NOT recommend using those services for 
submission purposes due to the personal information included in the application videos.  In the case of YouTube, 
videos are automatically made PUBLIC unless you indicate otherwise, and we view this as a potential safety issue 
for students.  If you are having difficulty with one of the recommended submission options, please ask a family 
member or teacher, or contact our office for assistance.  
 
 
 
 

Contact Information 
For information or assistance, contact Laura Lynn King in the Office of Admissions at lauralynnking@scgsah.org or 
call 864.270.5339.  
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